
OAR Convention Report 
 
Submitted by: Noreen Marlowe 
 
The industry honored Gloria Alonso Cannon, of Columbus REALTORS, with the 2016 OAR REALTOR of 
the Year award, recognizing  
her outstanding contributions at the local, state and national levels. 

         OAR Past President Steve Casper, of Cincinnati, was presented with the 2016 Vincent T. Aveni 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his significant contributions to the real estate profession in Ohio. 

         The organization’s 2016 Phillip R. Barnes RPAC Achievement Award was given to Bradley Bennett, 
of Columbus, for his unparalleled support and commitment to the organization’s Political Action 
Committee. 

         OAR presented its prestigious Excellence in Community Service Award to Sam Livingston, of the 
Medina County Board of REALTORS, for his remarkable work in improving his community. 

         Sue Luck Gleich, of Columbus, and Georgiana Nye, of Dayton, were honored as recipients of the 
OAR Distinguished Service Award. 

          Directors unanimously approved the 2017 Operating Budget that keeps a close watch on spending 
while continuing to offer the array of valuable services and programs that you’ve come to expect from the 
state organization. 

         Additionally, Directors unanimously approved establishing a Political Advocacy Fund, designed to 
strengthen the organization’s voice at the local and state level. As a result of the Director action, 
members will be assessed $25 annually for a five-year period so that OAR will be able to make a 
meaningful difference on issues of concern to the industry at City Hall and the Ohio State House. 

         Attendees were able to obtain upwards of 12 hours of free continuing education credit that was made 
available on an array of topics. Top-notch, nationally recognized instructors, such as – Leigh Brown, Sean 
Carpenter, Tom Ferry, John Zimmerman, Maura Neill, Jon Deegan, Cindy Lammert and Mark Rodio -- 
shared insights on the timely issues confronting the real estate marketplace. 

         The Tomorrow’s Leaders Today program, which was established more than a decade ago, attracted 
30 new Convention attendees. These members, who were nominated by their Local Board/Association, 
received a complimentary Convention registration and participated in a number of special events 
conducted specially for them. This is a great way of attracting future leaders to the state Association. 

         Congratulations to Jennifer Zeller, of the Midwestern Ohio Association of REALTORS, for receiving 
the 2016 Association Executives Scholarship Award. 

         Directors unanimously approved a resolution honoring two Past Presidents that recently passed 
away – Owen Hall, 1970 President, of St. Marys, and Richard Royer, 1982 President, from Columbus – 
for their lasting contributions to improving Ohio’s real estate industry. 

         Directors unanimously adopted a resolution honoring OAR Past President Barbara Lach, Columbus, 
for being a recipient of the NAR Distinguished Service Award. She is one of only six Ohio REALTORS to 
have received the prestigious Award. 

         The Board of Directors elected a number of REALTORS to key leadership posts: 

o   Congratulations to Anjanette Frye, of the Dayton Area Board of REALTORS, on her election to the 

OAR Treasurer position. Her term will commence in January, 2017. 

o   Four members were elected as 2017-2018 OAR District Vice Presidents: District 1 – Chris Pedon 

(Columbus); District 2 – Joann Amos (Toledo Regional); District 3 – Karen O’Donnell (Akron Cleveland); 
District 4 – Sandra Green (Scioto Valley). 

o   NAR Director (2017-2019): Meg Casper (Cincinnati), Greg Hrabcak (Columbus), and Joanne Zetti 

(Akron Cleveland). 

         It was announced that OAR’s long-standing support of the REALTORS Political Action Committee 
remains strong. The current campaign has attained investments of more than $670,000. In addition, 38 
Local Boards/Associations were honored for their outstanding support of RPAC so far in 2016. The 
campaign continues through December 1. 

         Directors unanimously approved a preliminary report of the OAR Committee & Governance Structure 
Review Task Force, which will eliminate the OAR Winter Conference beginning in 2018        The Akron 
Cleveland Board’s Young Professionals Network was named the recipient of OAR’s inaugural YPN 
Network of the Year Award. 



 


