
 

 

 

 

 

The Lake & Geauga Area Association of REALTORS® exists to advocate for the rights and interests of real property owners and 

our members; to provide our members with the programs, products, and services that will help them in their business; and to 

continually raise the competency and professionalism within our industry. 
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NAR 

NEWS 
 
NAR Legislative Meetings 

Housing Lottery Opens 

The housing lottery for the 2015 

REALTORS® Legislative 

Meetings & Trade Expo in 

Washington in May opens Jan. 

14, at 12 p.m., Central Time. 

Eligible participants can submit 

their lottery entry any time 

until Jan. 30 for a chance to 

select from accommodations in 

one of the conference hotels. 

One entry per person. All lottery 

entrants will receive an e-mail 

by Feb. 5 notifying them of their 

lottery status.  

  

 

Small, Exterior Home 

Improvements Offer Best 

Value  

Access the latest findings from 

the popular Cost vs. Value 

survey, prepared by Remodeling 

magazine based on the insight 

of REALTORS® from across 

the country. This year, small, 

exterior home improvement 

projects are said to offer the 

most value.  

 

Updates 
President Proposes Stronger 

Data Privacy Laws 

President Barack Obama in a 

speech to the Federal Trade 

Commission earlier this 

week introduced proposals to 

improve the handling of 

consumers’ personal data. 

Obama is expected to discuss 

his proposals further in his State 

of the Union address on Jan. 20. 

NAR supports a single federal 

standard for data breach 

notification and wants to ensure 

any legislation enacted is 

narrowly tailored to protect 

small businesses from 

unnecessary compliance 

burdens.  

 

NAR Applauds Terrorism 

Insurance Passage 

NAR President Chris Polychron 

issued a statement last week 

lauding congressional passage 

of NAR-backed terrorism risk 

insurance. "When TRIA lapsed 

at the end of 2014, 

REALTORS® urged swift 

congressional action to renew 

the program and return certainty 

to the commercial real estate 

market," Polychron said. “NAR 

urges Obama to sign the TRIA 

January 2015 
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reauthorization without 

delay." Read the full statement.   

 

Resources 
 
Apply for Commercial 

Innovation Grant Funds 

NAR's Commercial innovation 

grant program provides $500 to 

$2,500 to help you serve the 

needs of your commercial 

members. Application deadline 

is Jan. 31.  

 

What’s in Store for Global 

Real Estate? 

The value of the dollar and the 

euro are converging, President 

Obama is seeking restoration of 

relations with Cuba, and China 

could soon overtake Canada as 

the largest buyer of U.S. real 

estate. Learn what these and 

other headlines mean for global 

real estate and your members’ 

business in the latest Global 

View.  

 

2015 Business Planning Tips  

Seek out free financial 

services from REALTORS® 

Federal Credit Union, a division 

of Northwest Federal Credit 

Union. The credit union has 

step-by-step tips to help you 

members develop their business 

planning strategy for 2015.  

 

MVP: Reward for Trying 

zipForm® Demo 

Earn a download of a 

REALTOR® security 

information package, plus a 

chance to win a $250 Amazon 

gift card, in exchange for 

signing up for a demo of 

zipForm® Plus with 

Collaboration from zipLogix.  

 

Revamp Your Resources with 

NAR’s Little Blue Book 

Update your materials by 

adding the Little Blue Book: 

Rules to Live by for 

REALTORS®, a light-hearted 

booklet based on input from 

more than 600 real estate 

professionals.  

 

Brokerage President Touts 

Realtor.com 

Candace Adams, president of 

Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices New England, 

talks about the value 

of realtor.com in ensuring a 

professional presentation of 

sellers’ listings in a Q&A with 

RIS Media.  

Legal 
Association Arbitration 

Award Upheld 

A federal appellate 

court reversed a lower court's 

decision to overturn an 

arbitration award. The court said 

the trial court didn’t properly 

evaluate a REALTOR® 

association’s arbitration 

process.  

 

Patent Challenged as Invalid 

In a win for real estate, a 

company that has sought 

payments from real estate 

companies for using its patented 

product might not be eligible for 

patent protection, a New Jersey 

court has ruled.  
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